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 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Regional Laboratory Network 
(RLN) consists of state-of-the-art, full-service environmental laboratories delivering mission 
critical analytical services, field support, quality assurance and data review, and expert tech-
nical assistance.  The analytical data produced by the Regional Laboratories is used regularly 
by EPA Regional Program offices as well as EPAôs state, tribal, and local partners to make im-
portant public health and environmental decisions.  

 Sound analytical data is crucial for environmental decisions and effective environmental 
policy. EPA scientists use state of the art instruments and techniques and apply rigorous quality 
assurance methods.  The regional lab network produces environmental analytical data that meet 
EPAôs data needs for EPAôs air, water, waste and enforcement programs. Importantly, the re-
gional labs have the capability to support special or non-routine analytical needs that cannot be 
readily obtained from any other source.   Because of this, the regional labs fill a gap between 
basic research and commercially available analyses.  

 Regional laboratories are responsive to specific regional needs. Services and expertise 
provided by each regional lab are tailored to meet the particular regional needs their state, local 
and tribal partners to address complex and emerging environmental issues, often where little 
background experience or knowledge exists. Scientific communication and collaboration across 
the regional laboratory network leverages regionally-specific expertise and methods across the 
nation thereby maximizing efficiency and flexibility while assuring responsiveness. The Re-
gional Laboratories have significant analytical capabilities, as they are all accredited to run nu-
merous methods addressing multiple matrices.  While they generally provide routine data need-
ed daily by the EPA Regional programs, they have the flexibility to quickly focus regional re-
sources and capacity on the agencyôs highest priorities at any time [e.g., Per- and fluorinated 
Alkyl Substances (PFAS), harmful algal blooms, micro-plastics, Flint drinking water response, 
disaster response, etc.].   

 Additionally, through their close coordination with Regional program staff, they identi-
fy and then develop special methods and unique capabilities to address Region-specific needs.  
Examples include:  human waste source-tracking method for identifying and documenting illic-
it sewage connections; nutrients in salt water; PFAS compounds and other emerging contami-
nants; chemical warfare agent analyses; pesticide formulation testing for FIFRA.  The combina-
tion of routine, regular data outputs coupled with the flexibility to apply expertise and resources 
to address Regional challenges and priorities is what makes the Regional laboratories so valua-
ble to the Regions. 

 Finally, to ensure and enhance the defensibility of our data, each regional laboratory 
participates in external third party accreditation programs for laboratories under either the NE-
LAC Institute or ISO 17025. Under these programs the labs undergo periodic third party audits, 
conduct their own internal audits and participate in numerous Proficiency Testing studies all to 
ensure effective quality systems that continually improve performance and ensure high quality 
defensible data is produced. 

 Accomplishments presented in this report capture only a few of the overall activities 
provided by all Regional Laboratories. These accomplishments underscore the commitment of 
the RLN to be an integral part in protecting human health and the environment.  This report 
highlights the diversity of support and capabilities, all of which reinforce EPAôs mission and 
ongoing priorities.  
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�'�D�Q�Q�\���)�U�D�Q�F�H�����'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� 
�)�U�D�Q�F�H���'�D�Q�Q�\�#�H�S�D���J�R�Y�� 
���������&�R�O�O�H�J�H���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q���5�R�D�G�� 
�$�W�K�H�Q�V�����*�$������������-���������� 
�3�K�R�Q�H����������-������ -���������� 
�)�D�[����������-������ -���������� 
 
Region 5 
U.S. EPA Region 5 Laboratory, Chicago Regional 
Laboratory  
�*�H�R�U�J�H���6�F�K�X�S�S�����'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� 
�6�F�K�X�S�S���J�H�R�U�J�H�#�H�S�D���J�R�Y�� 
�������:�H�V�W���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���%�O�Y�G���� 
�&�K�L�F�D�J�R�����,�/�������������� 
�3�K�R�Q�H����������-������ -���������� 
�)�D�[����������-������ -���������� 

Region 6 

Environmental Services Branch  

�:�H�V���0�F�4�X�L�G�G�\�����'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� 

�0�F�T�X�L�G�G�\���'�D�Y�L�G�#�H�S�D���J�R�Y�� 

�����������5�R�V�V���$�Y�H���� 

�'�D�O�O�D�V�����7�;�������������� 

�3�K�R�Q�H����������-������ -���������� 

�)�D�[����������-������ -���������� 

 

Region 7 

Regional Science & Technology Center  

�0�D�U�J�L�H���6�W�����*�H�U�P�D�L�Q�����'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� 

�6�W�J�H�U�P�D�L�Q���P�D�U�J�L�H�#�H�S�D���J�R�Y�� 

���������0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D���$�Y�H���� 

�.�D�Q�V�D�V���&�L�W�\�����.�6�������������� 

�3�K�R�Q�H����������-������ -���������� 

�)�D�[����������-������ -���������� 

 

Region 8 

U.S. EPA Region 8 Laboratory  

�0�D�U�N���%�X�U�N�K�D�U�G�W�����'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� 

�%�X�U�N�K�D�U�G�W���0�D�U�N�#�H�S�D���J�R�Y�� 

�������������:�H�V�W�������W�K���'�U�L�Y�H�� 

�*�R�O�G�H�Q�����&�2�������������� 

�3�K�R�Q�H����������-������ -���������� 

�)�D�[����������-������ -���������� 

 

Region 9 

U.S. EPA Region 9 Laboratory  

�3�H�W�H���+�X�V�E�\�����'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� 

�K�X�V�E�\���S�H�W�H�U�#�H�S�D���J�R�Y�� 

�����������6���������W�K���6�W�U�H�H�W�����%�O�G�J������������ 

�5�L�F�K�P�R�Q�G�����&�$������������-���������� 

�3�K�R�Q�H����������-������ -���������� 

�)�D�[����������-������ -���������� 

 

Region 10 

Manchester Environmental Laboratory  

�%�D�U�U�\���3�H�S�L�F�K�����'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� 

�3�H�S�L�F�K���%�D�U�U�\�#�H�S�D���J�R�Y�� 

�����������%�H�D�F�K���'�U�L�Y�H���(�D�V�W�� 

�3�R�U�W���2�U�F�K�D�U�G�����:�$�������������� 

�3�K�R�Q�H����������-������ -���������� 

�)�D�[����������-������ -���������� 


